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Executive Summary

TheCity of Seattle has been working to decrease the negative public safety impacts of chronic public
inebriationby utilizing Alcohol Impact Are§&lA) Some community members report a decrease in
{SFOGGESQa tAQDFOAT AGR Rdz$intheparksKoNiPe/sirdets &ddo ffoat Of A Yy S 0 NA
their homes and businesses. Inresponse, tisAnd its initiatives were adopted in 2003 and amended

in 2006. This initiative restricted single sales of alcohol products, as well aslbddiol, lowpriced

products in the Central CodAand the North AlA.

Here are some of the highlights from the data between28td 2@2in the AlAs. While it is difficult to
quantify with pinpoint accuracy how the AlAs are improving public safety and chronic publiatiwtri
it is animportant and proven tool for the Cib§ Seattleas we mitigate the impacts of the same.

Seattle Police Department Data Highlights:

- Inthe Central Core AlAyerall, there has been a reduction in crime reports since 2017.

- Inthe Central Gre AlA,mtoxication andiquor violation calls for this area have averaged
7,111 calls per year since 2017.

- Inthe Central Core Al#e biggest increasds CAD callsave been for community
generated Intoxicated Person calls which increased by 2095)+#7 2020 from 2019 and
then 9% (+414) from 2020 to 2021.

- Inthe North AlAthere was a decrease in number of reports written for both midlor and
Liquor Law Violations in 2019 and 2020 but have maintained an overall average of 14
reports per year

- Calls have decreased for the North AIA since 2017 but have averaged 29 calls per year.

Seattle Fire Department Data Highlights:

- Half of all SFD ETOH and alcabtdted patient interactions occur within the Alcohol Impact
Areas with almost all of those oceurg within the Central Core AlA.

- Over the fiveyear period, there were 11,494 alcohol related patient interactions within the
Central Core AIA

- Over the fiveyear period, there were 659 alcohol related patient interactions within the
North AIA.

1 Through August of 2022
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Background

The AlAis a policy and enforcement tool specified by the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board
(WSLCB) rules which local jurisdictions cantaseduce the problems related tchronic public

inebriation in their respective communities. & goal behind this policy tool is to improve public safety,
public health, and overall community wking.

As a result of Ordinance No. 121487 and

@1

GKS / AGe 2F {Sradt.

approved the areas designated as the

Central Core (includingidheer Square)

and the North AlAs boundaries in

November 2006. These mandatory AlAs

restricted offpremisessales of some 34 | ‘ e
brands of higkalcohol content, low price ¢ North AlA
beer and wine productslhese AIA now

restrict the sale of approximately 46 L\\]
brands of hip alcohol content, low price '
beer and wine products. These AlAs also i\ e

provide the local authority with greater
timelines and leeway to object to a liquor
license request within the boundaries.
These AlAs continue to be animportant
St SYSy il 2 Fortsit&€Ridréss\ (0
public safety issues resulting from chronic
public inebriation. #.55

Lake
Washington

Toevaluate the effectiveness of the AlAs, ' Central Core'AlA
the WSLCB requires the CitySeattl€ a
Department of Neighborhood® produce
an updated report about them.
Specifically, this repoprovides a fiveyear
progress update per of WAC 312-215
section 8 starting frondanuary 2017
through2022 The report used available
data from the Seattle Police Department
(SPD) and the Seattle Fire Department s e S
(SFD). ’.; !

'

Burien

Also includedareletters of sugort from
community groups residing in the AlAs, as well as law enforcement testimonials from two Seattle Police
Officers. This data helps paint a more robust picture of the effect that the AlAs have in Seattle.
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Summary of Seattle Police Department (SPD) Data

AlA Background ) o o A o o A
¢KAa NBLERZNL ¢l a ONBIFIUSR 0 UKS NXBIljdzSaud 2F 0KS { St
Alcohol Impact Area AlA initiative. Predefined boundaries and previous data selection methodology

were used foreporting. Based on the request and knowledge of the S&@#&ia and technology, the

following methodology was used to gather alcehelated events known to SPD.

AlA Methodology

Geographic Information System (GIS) software was used to recreate the ohiinadundaries

previously identified in North, Eastnd West Precinctsv SO2 NRa& O2y Ul AYSR A GKAY |
Management System (RMS) and Computated Dispatch (CAD) that contained a liquor/intoxication
classification based on date of occuroenfor theevent location were extracted and mapped usirg x

coordinates.

Data for the complete years (Januarp&cember 31) of 202021 was extracted and broken out by
incidentreport (RMS) and call type (CAD). Each component of the AlA report @ablgsaphs)
displaysiescriptive statistics summed for each year by data source (RMS & CAD), incident/call type

AlA Report Caveat

Previous SPD AlA reports were derived by rotating staff positions and included crime and call types that
either directly (adilt liquor violations) or indirectly (park exclusions and trespass) implied an alcohol or
liquor component; similar criteria were used to identify the AlA geographic boundaries. This report
provides ONLY those general offense reports and call types thatexplicitly classified as alcohol,

liquor, or intoxication. While the other offense and call types may be a proxy for alcelaaed crime

and disorder, there is no way to conclude that alcohol was involved through the previous methodology.
Other crimeand call types may be used to gauge overall trend activity and correlations in the AlA. As of
5/6/2019, SPD offense reporting procedures changed. Offenses now include RCWs and SMCs which are
filtered within the NIBRS1 crime categories below to includeaqopficable offenses.
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Seattle Police Officer Testimonials

2

8 BEFORE THE

4 LIQUOR AND CANNABIS BOARD

5 STATE OF WASHINGTON

6

7 ||IN THE MATTER OF THE CITY OF DECLARATION OF SEATTLE POLICE SERGEANT
8 || SEATTLE’S 2023 ALCOHOL IMPACT CHAD MCLAUGHLIN

9 || AREA REPORT

10

11

12
13 I, Sgt. Chad McLaughlin, being familiar with the facts set forth herein based on my personal knowledge,

14 |[and being competent to testify, hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and correct:

15

16 1. T am a Sergeant with the Seattle Police Department, assigned to the West Precinct. I am over the age of
17 18 and competent to testify.

18

19 2. I began my career with the Seattle Police Department in 1999, I’ve spent most of that time assigned to
20 patrol in the West Precinct. As part of my responsibilities and duties, I work with neighborhoods and

21 communities, some of which are within the Central Core Alcohol Impact Area.

22

23 3. The Central Core Alcohol Impact Area is important to the community members who live, work, and visi
24 these neighborhoods. The implementation of the Central Core Alcohol Impact Area has reduced the amoun]
25 of publicly inebriated individuals and crimes and health related issues tied to the same, which has a positivel
26 effect on these communities.

27

28
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4. As an Officer and Sergeant working in this area I have observed crimes associated with chronic public
inebriation, as well as nuisance related crimes. While the issues and crimes surrounding public health and
safety have not completely abated with the presence of the Central Core Alcohol Impact Area, it has helped|

in significant ways.

5. Specifically, by prohibiting the purchase of low priced, highly concentrated alcohol products, and
prohibiting off premises liquor sales from 6:00 a.m.- 9:00 a.m., the Central Core Alcohol Impact Area has
significantly reduced the public consumption of products that contribute to chronic public inebriation in the
early morning hours, cut down on the alcohol related litter, and generally improved the overall public
safety of the community members. Further, allowing more time for the Department, as the local authority,
to evaluate the license applications within the Central Core Alcohol Impact Area allows community
members to weigh in on the impact of these licenses, which is an important part of public safety and

community engagement.

6. As public drinking and associated issues with public inebriation have not completely abated, the Alcohol

Impact Areas are essential to creating a safe environment for all individuals, and an important tool for

helping accomplish the continuing goal of a clean and safe environment. The comments and concerns from

the community that [ have fielded substantiate these observations.

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.

DATED this 16" of November 2022

/s/ Chad McLaughlin

Chad McLaughlin
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